
An Update for NYS Healthcare 
Providers on COVID-19 

March 18th, 2021



Agenda

• Global, National, New York State Updates
• COVID-19 Variants Update
• Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 Vaccine
• COVID-19 Vaccine Updates
• COVID-19 FDA Testing Update
• Updated COVID-19 Guidance
• Monoclonal Antibody Update
• Clinician Well-Being



Recordings will be available immediately: 

NYSDOH COVID-19 Healthcare Provider website

In addition to YouTube, an on-demand version of our weekly 

sessions for healthcare providers in NYS is now available as a 

podcast – search NYSDOH

http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/providers.htm


Disclaimer

• The situation is rapidly evolving.

• All of the information presented is based on 
our best knowledge as of today.
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COVID-19 Global Update

Bryon Backenson
Acting Director
Division of Bureau of Communicable Diseases
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Situation Summary: COVID-19 Global, 3/14/2021
www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports

Region Confirmed Cases Deaths

Global 119,212,530 2,642,612

Western Pacific 1,711,830 30,357

Europe 41,043,949 903,843

South-East Asia 13,884,294 212,355

Eastern Mediterranean 6,860,070 150,173

Africa 2,948,236 74,685

Americas 52,763,406 1,268,186

http://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Situation Summary: COVID-19 Global, 3/14/2021
www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports

http://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports


8CDC COVID Data Tracker (Mar 17, 2021)

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html


9

Situation Summary: COVID-19 U.S. (Mar 16, 2021)
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html
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NYSDOH COVID-19 Tracker (Mar 17, 2021)
Found at:  NYSDOH COVID-19 website

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/county-county-breakdown-positive-cases
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COVID-19 Variants Update
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“Variants of interest”
• A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with changes to receptor 

binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or vaccination, 
reduced efficacy of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in transmissibility 
or disease severity.

• Possible attributes of a variant of interest:
– Specific genetic markers that are predicted to affect transmission, diagnostics, therapeutics, 

or immune escape
– Evidence that demonstrates it is the cause of an increased proportion of cases or unique 

outbreak clusters
– Limited prevalence or expansion in the US or in other countries

• A variant of interest might require one or more appropriate public health actions, including 
enhanced sequence surveillance, enhanced laboratory characterization, or epidemiological 
investigations to assess how easily the virus spreads to others, the severity of disease, the risk of 
reinfection, and whether currently authorized vaccines offer protection.

• Current variants of interest include B.1.526, B.1.525 and P.2
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“Variants of Concern”
• A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe disease (increased 

hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by antibodies generated during 
previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic 
detection failures.

• Possible attributes of a variant of concern:
– In addition to the possible attributes of a variant of interest
– Evidence of impact on diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines 

» Widespread interference with diagnostic test targets
» Evidence of substantially increased resistance to one or more class of therapies
» Evidence of significant decreased neutralization by antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination
» Evidence of reduced vaccine-induced protection from severe disease

– Evidence of increased transmissibility
– Evidence of increased disease severity

• Variants of concern might require one or more appropriate public health actions, such as the reporting 
to CDC, local or regional efforts to control spread, increased testing, or research to determine the 
effectiveness of vaccines and treatments against the variant. Based on the characteristics of the 
variant, additional considerations may include the development of new diagnostics or the modification 
of vaccines or treatments.

• Current variants of concern are B.1.1.7, B.1.351, P.1, B.1.429, and B.1.427
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COVID-19 Variants Update

Currently 3 main variants of public health interest:
UK variant: B.1.1.7
• 118 countries, 50 US states (4686 detections), 455 detections in NY
• Increased transmissibility (36-75%), mixed evidence on increased severity, slight reduction in 

neutralization capacity
• No significant impact on Moderna, Pfizer, AstraZeneca vaccines
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COVID-19 Variants Update

Currently 3 main variants of interest:
South African variant: B.1.351
• 64 countries, 25 US states (142 detections), 5 detected in NY
• Increased transmissibility (approx. 1.5x), no impact on severity reported, decrease in 

neutralization capacity—potential risk of reinfection
• Reduction of neutralization in neutralizing activity of Moderna, Pfizer vaccines, but practical 

impact unknown; lower vaccine efficacy in Novavax and J&J vaccines compared to other 
regions; minimal efficacy of AstraZeneca vaccine
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COVID-19 Variants Update

Currently 3 main variants of interest:
Brazil variant: P.1
• 38 countries, 12 US states (27 detections), none detected in NY
• Suggested increase in transmissibility, no evidence on increased severity, reduction in 

neutralization capacity still being determined
• Impacts on vaccine protection still being evaluated



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/variant-proportions.html
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Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) 
COVID-19 vaccine

Elizabeth Rausch-Phung, M.D., M.P.H. 
NYSDOH Bureau of Immunization
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What is the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine? 
• Also referred to as the Johnson & Johnson (J&J) COVID-19 vaccine
• Received emergency use authorization from the FDA on February 27, 

2021
• A viral-vector vaccine for individuals 18 years of age and older
• Uses a genetically modified and weakened adenovirus to carry the 

genes encoding the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein to a cell
• The vaccine does not cause infection with either COVID-19 or the adenovirus used 

as the vector

• Similar to the mRNA vaccines, vaccinated individuals develop immune 
responses to the spike protein

• Single dose
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Comparison of COVID-19 vaccines
Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine (mRNA vaccine)

Moderna COVID-19 
Vaccine (mRNA vaccine)

Janssen COVID-19 
Vaccine (adenovirus 
vector vaccine)

Doses per vial 5 or more doses per vial 10 or more doses per vial 5 doses per vial

Reconstitution 
required

Yes, requires diluent for 
reconstitution just prior to 
administration

No No

Route of 
administration

Intramuscular (IM) Intramuscular (IM) Intramuscular (IM)

Dose (ml) 0.3 ml 0.5 ml 0.5 ml
Doses required 2 dose series 2 dose series 1 dose series

Interval between 
doses

21 days (3 weeks) 28 days Not applicable

Vaccine contents Preservative free, latex free (no 
latex stopper)

Preservative free, latex 
free (no latex stopper)

Preservative free, latex 
free (no latex stopper)

Indication (yrs) 16 years of age and older 18 years and older 18 years and older
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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine - Receipt

Information from CDC Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling 
Summary, and EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering 
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine

• The Janssen COVID-19 vaccine comes in a 
multiple-dose vial that is stored in a frozen state 
at the manufacturer but is shipped at 2° to 8°C 
(36° to 46°F)

o If the vaccine is frozen upon receipt, thaw 
at 2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F)

o If the vaccine is needed immediately, 
thaw at room temperature (maximum of 
25°C/77°F).  At room temperature, a tray 
of 10 vials will take approximately 2 hours 
to thaw, and an individual vial will take 
approximately 1 hour to thaw

• Do not re-freeze once thawed

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/downloads/janssen-storage-handling-summary.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine Storage PRIOR to 
First Puncture

• Store unpunctured vials at 2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F) and protect 
from light. Do not store frozen. May be stored at these 
refrigerated temperatures for up to 3 months. 

• Unpunctured vials may be stored at 9° to 25°C (47° to 
77°F) for up to 12 hours

https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html , EUA Fact 
Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine

https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Janssen COVID-19 Storage AFTER First Puncture
• After the first dose has been withdrawn, punctured vials can be stored:

o At 2° to 8°C (36° to 46°F) for up to 6 hours
o At 9° to 25°C (47° to 77°F) for up to 2 hours 
o Discard the vial if vaccine is not used within these times

• The two-hour unrefrigerated time limit is not in addition to the 6-hour 
refrigerated time (i.e., you may not hold the vaccine at room temperature for 2 
hours and then hold refrigerated for another 6 hours)

• If you do not reach the 2-hour time limit at room temperature, you may 
transfer the punctured vial to a refrigerated storage unit between 2°C and 8°C 
for the remaining time, up to 2 hours. 

• For example, a vial held at room temperature for 1 hour after first puncture can be 
stored in the refrigerator (between 2°C and 8°C) for no more than 1 hour before 
using or discarding. If the 2-hour time limit at room temperature has been met, it 
must be discarded and cannot be transferred to the refrigerator.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/janssen-faqs.html, EUA Fact 
Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/janssen-faqs.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine Dose Preparation

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/index.html, 
https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html, 
EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine

• Perform hand hygiene before vaccine preparation
• The Janssen COVID-19 vaccine is a colorless to slightly yellow, clear to 

very opalescent sterile suspension that does not contain a preservative
• Visually inspect the vaccine vial for particulate matter and discoloration 

prior to administration.  If either of these conditions exist, do not 
administer the vaccine.

• Before withdrawing each dose, carefully mix the contents by swirling 
gently in an upright position for 10 seconds.  Do not shake.

https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine Dose Preparation cont

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/index.html, 
https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html,
EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine

• Using aseptic technique, cleanse the vial stopper with a single-use, 
sterile alcohol prep pad

• Choose the correct equipment, including the correct needle size. Using a 
new, sterile needle and syringe, withdraw 0.5 mL of vaccine into the 
syringe

• Each vial contains 5 doses.  Do not pool excess vaccine from 
multiple vials.

• Record the date and time of the first use on the vaccine vial label
• Use a new, sterile needle and syringe, and aseptic technique, to draw up 

each subsequent dose. Remember to gently swirl vaccine for 10 seconds 
before withdrawing subsequent doses. 

https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine Dose Preparation cont
Once vaccine is in syringe: 
• Visually inspect each dose of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine in the 

dosing syringe prior to administration. The vaccine is a colorless to 
slightly yellow suspension. During the visual inspection:

• verify the final dosing volume of 0.5 mL
• confirm there are no particulates, and that no discoloration is 

observed 
• do not administer if vaccine is discolored or contains any particulate 

matter
• Use the same needle to withdraw and administer the vaccine, unless the 

needle is damaged or contaminated
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/index.html, 
https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html
EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine,

https://www.janssencovid19vaccine.com/hcp/storage-dosing-administration.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
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Contraindications
Do not administer Janssen COVID-19 vaccine to anyone with a known 
history of 
• A severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) to any of the Janssen 

COVID-19 vaccine’s components (including polysorbate) listed in the 
prescribing information at https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download,

• An immediate allergic reaction of any severity (defined as any 
hypersensitivity-related signs or symptoms such as urticaria, 
angioedema, respiratory distress, or anaphylaxis within 4 hours of 
exposure to a vaccine or mediation) to any of the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine’s components (including polysorbate), or 

• A known (diagnosed) allergy to any of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine’s 
components (including polysorbate)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Contraindications

https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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Components of Janssen COVID-19 vaccine 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Appendix-C

Polysorbate is an ingredient 
in many vaccines, including 
the Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine. It is also an 
ingredient in several other 
vaccines.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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Precautions
• History of an immediate allergic reaction to any other vaccine or injectable therapy 

(i.e., intramuscular, intravenous, or subcutaneous vaccines or therapies excluding 
subcutaneous immunotherapy for allergies, i.e., “allergy shots”)

– These individuals should be counseled about the unknown risks of developing 
a severe allergic reaction and the risks and benefits of COVID-19 vaccination. 
Consider deferral of vaccination until further information on risk of anaphylaxis 
is available and/or consultation with an allergist-immunologist. If the benefit of 
the vaccine outweighs the risk of an adverse reaction, the vaccine may be 
given.

• Individuals with a severe or immediate allergic reaction to a previous dose of mRNA 
vaccine or a component of an mRNA vaccine including polyethylene glycol (PEG)

– Vaccination of these individuals should only be undertaken in an appropriate 
setting under the supervision of a health care provider experienced in the 
management of severe allergic reactions. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Contraindications

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html


31

Components of Pfizer and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Appendix-C

Polyethylene glycol (PEG) is an ingredient 
in both Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. It is a 
primary ingredient in certain laxatives and in 
bowel preparation prior to colonoscopy, and 
an inactive ingredient in many medications. 
It is chemically similar to PEG, and cross-
reactive hypersensitivity reactions can 
occur between both ingredients

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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Other Medications and Vaccines 
Containing Polysorbate and PEG

• The National Institutes of Health DailyMed database 
(https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/index.cfm) may be used to 
determine whether medications contain PEG, PEG derivatives or 
polysorbates

• No other vaccines contain PEG, but several vaccines contain 
polysorbates. A list of vaccine excipients is available at 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices
/b/excipient-table-2.pdf

https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/index.cfm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/b/excipient-table-2.pdf
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Resources
• NYSDOH COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Providers: 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers
• CDC COVID-19 Vaccine: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19
• CDC Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines: 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-
considerations.html

• NYSDOH COVID-19 Immunization Screening and Consent Form (optional): 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/02/vaccine-
consent-form-2.12.21-0917.pdf

• Information for Healthcare Professionals about the Screening and Consent Form: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/information-for-
health-care-providers-covid-19-screening-checklist-3.5.21.pdf

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/02/vaccine-consent-form-2.12.21-0917.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/information-for-health-care-providers-covid-19-screening-checklist-3.5.21.pdf
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COVID-19 Update

Jessica Kumar MPH, DO
Medical Director
Division of Bureau of Communicable Diseases



Updates on AstraZenca

• Reports from multiple countries in Europe like Italy, Germany, France, Spain, etc
have suspended its use due to side effects consisting of blood clots 

• AstraZeneca has reported 15 events of deep vein thrombosis and 22 events of 
pulmonary embolism in vaccinated individuals as of March 8 and he European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and World Health Organization (WHO) are reviewing 
data and meeting 3/18

• Causes a challenge as Europe faces a third surge
• Two doses of the AstraZeneca-Oxford University COVID-19 vaccine were 

ineffective against mild-to-moderate infections with the B1351 variant first 
identified in South Africa, according to a phase 1b-2 clinical trial published today 
in the New England Journal of Medicine and use was paused in South Africa 
favoring J&J

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f53e89d1-aaa5b0e3-f53c70e4-000babd905ee-9d0e5e8416082418&q=1&e=de724ec3-0871-491e-a28e-6f923f61e638&u=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001FMyesq0AQjbo2OGavSBUqalmJ9aY9zEQJE5MlJctdMIlYVD_3WskY081d2YIMC4dIx8WMCLjjOskYF-YI5FHjiPO2xdxdyX56cQMlPLAKsiV2IF4gE0nyXm11K_z2Uh0yFhfSsoY4xm7dxhKPN77bjnWZFjLWjXUNbX_mkrDze3U1vFILA0G4PI9IHQxXuHIhHAe-A3moKvHG2TuR6V_D6AhcFPvVfMlqwXKP9iq05ulQCL4CJPB2rnxXPrr-myJlChdT_WtWQ69axh_jeyIwA%3D%3D%26c%3DQf4ueEwJKJ2MdyyqWeSGqUGYG1G5z4FTD-5ZIciGyp6iwRp7AYYVxQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DjFbCqTDczWuZN4g56zMI9YJTbZqVghDClRK2Ew1zh7G-A6avs1aZmw%3D%3D
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2102214?query=featured_home


Moderna Pediatric Trial: KidCOVE Study

• Candidate: mRNA-1273 vs placebo (Link) for ages 6mo to 12 yrs
• Two injections 28 days apart of either the Moderna vaccine or a saline placebo 

to children
• Kids who get the vaccine will receive one of three possible doses, from 25 

micrograms up to 100 micrograms — the same dose that received an 
emergency authorization for use in adults from the Food and Drug 
Administration

• 6,750 children in the U.S. and Canada for the study, which is taking place at 
sites in at least eight states, from Arizona and California to South Carolina and 
Texas

• To join the pediatric trial for ages of 6 months and 11 years from getting sick if 
they come in contact with SARS-COV-2 Link for the closest study site 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-first-participants-dosed-phase-23-study-0
https://connect.trialscope.com/studies/0e8fc8e6-5782-46fd-8b03-0994a5ad8b41?fbclid=IwAR3KdKeIIF6UTd7U1pODhEe7LyG9bmoruQR7I8DYJc2YDVVtJvjUBMLQSQE


Pfizer Pediatric Studies

• Pfizer is also testing its vaccine in young people. The company will study its 
vaccine's effects on kids who are 12 to 15 years old

• This study is fully enrolled with 2,259 participants.
• Pfizer plans to share data from that study in the first half of 2021
• Pfizer has not yet begun a separate pediatric study for its vaccine that would 

focus on children under 12 years old
• Link to pediatrics studies with Pfizer 
• Find a trial near you Link

https://www.pfizer.com/science/clinical-trials/children
https://www.pfizer.com/science/find-a-trial/search/


Moderna: first patients dosed for their next version of the 
COVID-19 vaccine and more stable storage and transport 
conditions being tested
• Moderna on March 15th has announced that the first participants have been 

dosed in the Phase 1 study of mRNA-1283, their next generation COVID-19 
vaccine candidate Link

• Moderna starts a trial to look at storage/shipment in refrigerators instead of 
freezers

• They will assess the safety and immunogenicity of the next-generation vaccine, 
designated as mRNA-1283, at three dose levels, and will be given to healthy 
adults either as a single dose or in two doses 28 days apart

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/first-participants-dosed-phase-1-study-evaluating-mrna-1283


Updates for Vaccine Providers

• Effective immediately, providers in receipt of COVID-19 vaccine, irrespective as 
to whether such doses are via a direct State or federal allocation or a 
redistribution, will now be required to report to the 
vaccine tracker on Mondays and Thursdays by 10am

• All providers with COVID-19 vaccine doses on hand or that depleted their 
allocation since their last report are required to fill out the vaccine tracker both 
days

• This reporting will continue to be used for allocation determinations and is still 
required

• If you have any questions regarding this change or the vaccine tracker in 
general, please email: VaccineTracker@health.ny.gov.

mailto:VaccineTracker@health.ny.gov


Breastfeeding/protection and the COVID vaccine
• First case of an infant with SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibodies detectable in cord blood 

after a single dose of an mRNA (Moderna) vaccine to a Covid naïve mother 
three weeks before delivery

• Cord blood antibodies (IgG) were detected to the S-protein of SARS-CoV-2 at 
time of delivery (link to pre-print)

• New prospective cohort study (link to pre-print) of six lactating women who 
planned to receive both doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccine 
between December 2020 and January 2021

• Breast milk samples were collected pre-vaccination and at 11 additional 
timepoints, with last sample at 14 days post 2nd dose of vaccine

• Significantly elevated levels of SARS-CoV-2 specific IgG and IgA antibodies in 
breast milk beginning at Day 7 after the initial vaccine dose, with an IgG-
dominant response

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.02.03.21250579v1.full
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.02.23.21252328v1


Testing Updates: NY Forward Rapid Test Program

• 26 sites will open in New York City, Hudson Valley, Capital Region, Western New 
York and on Long Island for a total of 38 active sites statewide

• Plan to increase vaccination and testing to ensure public events re-opening such 
as catered events (3/15) and arts/entertainment venues (4/2)

• Efforts through a public-private partnership to provide low-cost rapid testing to 
support efforts to increase economic activity

• The rapid testing program $30 dollars in 30 mins
• New York Forward Rapid Test Program Here
• Find A Test Site Near You Here

https://forward.ny.gov/ny-forward-rapid-test-program
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you


State of Vaccination in NY

• 22.5% of New Yorkers have received at least one vaccine dose
• Over the past 24 hours, 122,778 total doses have been administered. To date, 

New York administered 7,000,000 total doses with 11.6 percent of New Yorkers 
completing their vaccine series.

• Approx. 2 million fully vaccinated 
• See data by region and county on the State's Vaccine Tracker: 

ny.gov/vaccinetracker
• NYS legislation was signed granting employees time off to get the COVID 

vaccine.  Under this new law, public and private employees will be granted up to 
four hours of excused leave per shot that will not be charged against any other 
leave the employee has earned or accrued

https://now.ny.gov/page/m/2dedce17/5c80664d/4fe9031d/d53b949/1331635352/VEsF/?g=DXlpaMbtZKdf7sRrOGLGeoA
https://now.ny.gov/page/m/2dedce16/5c80664d/4ff44975/d53bbce/1063161233/VEsF/?g=DXlpaMbtZKdf7sRrOGLGeoA


Vaccine Finder
• https://vaccinefinder.org/search/
• Link for provider enrollment in vaccine 

finder
• Appointments become available for booking 

Wednesday, March 17, at 8:00am and can 
be made through the Am I Eligible Tool or by 
calling the NYS COVID-19 Vaccine Hotline 
at 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829)

• Three new mass vaccination sites are 
coming to Long Island in Brentwood, Old 
Westbury and Southampton opening this 
Friday, March 19

• All three sites will plan to vaccinate more 
than one thousand New Yorkers daily 
dependent on supply from the federal 
government

• Biden’s federal plan link

https://vaccinefinder.org/search/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/reporting/requirements/support-for-providers.html
https://now.ny.gov/page/m/2dedce17/5c80664d/4fe9031d/d53b94a/1331635352/VEsE/?g=DXlpaMbtZKdf7sRrOGLGeoA
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/03/biden-vows-reach-100-million-covid-19-vaccines-just-10-days


Do’s and Don’t after vaccine from the CDC
• You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people without wearing a mask.
• You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household without masks, unless any 

of those people or anyone they live with has increased risk for severe disease
• If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get 

tested unless you have symptoms, except in congregate settings
• You should not gather with unvaccinated people from more than one other household
• You should not visit with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from 

COVID-19 or who lives with a person at increased risk
• You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings.
• You should still delay domestic and international travel and if you do travel, you’ll still need to follow 

state regulations
• You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if you’ve been around someone who is 

sick and if you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from 
others.

• You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.
• CDC Link for patients

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html?utm_campaign=20210310_cvd_prv_gal&utm_content=english&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Clinical Real Time Resource

• https://www.idsociety.org/covid-19-
real-time-learning-network/

Call Center: 
• Clinicians may call the main CDC 

information line at 800-CDC-INFO 
(800-232-4636) 

• To submit your question in writing, go 
to www.cdc.gov/cdc-info  and click on 
Contact Form

• https://www.idsociety.org/cliniciancalls 
• @RealTimeCOVID19
• #RealTimeCOVID19

https://www.idsociety.org/covid-19-real-time-learning-network/


Side by Side comparison of available vaccines 

Source: 
https://www.medpagetoda
y.com/special-
reports/exclusives/91489?x
id=nl_covidupdate_2021-
03-
16&eun=g1667471d0r&ut
m_source=Sailthru&utm_m
edium=email&utm_campai
gn=DailyUpdate_031621&u
tm_term=NL_Gen_Int_Dail
y_News_Update_active
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FDA COVID-19 Testing Updates
• FDA issued a Letter to Clinical Laboratory Staff, Point-of-Care Facility Staff 

and Health Care Providers to alert them that false positive results can occur 
with the Roche Molecular Systems, Inc. cobas SARS-CoV-2 & Influenza A/B 
Nucleic Acid Test for use on the cobas Liat System.

• FDA issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to Cue Health Inc. for its 
over-the-counter at-home diagnostic test for COVID-19. The Cue COVID-19 
Test for Home and Over The Counter (OTC) Use is a molecular test that can 
be used completely at home without a prescription by people with or without 
COVID-19 symptoms. It requires the use of a compatible smartphone and a 
downloadable app. Results are available in about 20 minutes.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements



FDA COVID-19 Testing Updates cont.

• FDA issued an EUA to Adaptive Biotechnologies for its T-Detect COVID Test. 

The T-Detect COVID Test analyzes DNA from a patient’s T cells (white blood 
cells) to aid in identifying people with an adaptive T cell immune response to 
SARS-CoV-2, indicating recent or previous SARS-CoV-2 infection. The test 
should be used together with a clinical examination and a patient’s medical 
history. Negative results do not rule out acute or current SARS-CoV-2 
infection. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
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Guidance Update
Guidance for The New York State COVID-19 Vaccination Program Effective 
March 17, 2021:

• Enrolled providers other than pharmacies, may vaccinate any eligible 
individual.

• Pharmacies must continue to vaccinate individuals age 60 and older, and 
prioritize P-12 school faculty and staff, and childcare worker per federal 
guidance, however, are now authorized to vaccinate individuals with 
comorbidities or underlying conditions. 

• All providers must make efforts to vaccinate the most vulnerable New Yorkers, 
including those with comorbidities or underlying conditions, and individuals 
60+.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers


Guidance Update cont. 

Guidance for The New York State COVID-19 Vaccination Program Effective 
March 17, 2021:
• Public-facing government and public employees, not-for-profit workers who 

provide public-facing services to New Yorkers in need, and essential in-person 
public-facing building service workers and providers of essential building 
services are eligible to be vaccinated.

• New York is mandating social equity and fair distribution among the priority 
groups eligible to ensure fair treatment and proportionate allocations both by 
eligibility group and by region.

• All vaccine providers in New York State must follow New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH) guidance regarding vaccine prioritization, as 
well as any other relevant directives, including reporting to the NYS Vaccine 
Tracker.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-information-providers


Guidance Update cont. 

• Guidance for Health Care Providers (HCP) with 
systemic signs of symptoms after 
COVID-19 Vaccination

• Guidance for workers who have signs or 
symptoms after COVID-19 Vaccination

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/information-healthcare-providers

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/information-healthcare-providers


Guidance Update cont. 
March 10, 2021: UPDATE to Interim Health Advisory: 

Revised protocols for personnel in healthcare and other direct care settings to 
return to work following COVID-19 exposure – including quarantine and furlough 
requirements for different healthcare settings

This update aligns with the February 14, 2021 CDC update to “Testing Healthcare 
Personnel for SARS-CoV-2.” 

In general, asymptomatic HCP who have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 do not 
need to quarantine or furlough during the first 3 months after full vaccination if: fully 
vaccinated, within 3 months following receipt of the last dose in the series and 
remained asymptomatic since the last COVID-19 exposure.*

* Please review the health advisory here:
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/update-interim-hcp-return-to-work-march-10-2021_0.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-healthcare-personnel.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/update-interim-hcp-return-to-work-march-10-2021_0.pdf


Guidance Update cont. 
March 10, 2021: Interim Guidance for Quarantine Restrictions on Travelers Arriving in New York State 
Following Out of State Travel

All individuals coming into New York, whether or not such person is a New York resident, are required to 
complete the traveler health form upon entering New York. Significant penalties may be imposed on any 
individual who fails to complete the traveler health form.

Consistent with recent CDC guidance, asymptomatic individuals who have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 do not need to quarantine during the first 3 months after full vaccination if such travelers:

• Are fully vaccinated (i.e., ≥2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 2-dose series, or ≥2 
weeks following receipt of one dose of a single-dose vaccine); AND

• Are within 3 months following receipt of the last dose in the series; AND
• Have remained asymptomatic since last COVID-19 exposure.*

* Please review the health advisory here:
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/update-interim-travel-advisory-march-10-2021_0.pdf

https://forms.ny.gov/s3/Welcome-to-New-York-State-Traveler-Health-Form
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/update-interim-travel-advisory-march-10-2021_0.pdf


Other Updates
Governor Cuomo announced that beginning March 22:

• Residential gatherings of up to 25 people can be held 
outdoors. 

• Indoor residential gatherings remain capped at 10 people to 
reduce the continued risk of spread.  

• Non-residential social gatherings of up to 100 people can 
occur indoors and up to 200 people can occur outdoors.

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-event-arts-and-entertainment-venues-can-reopen-33-percent-capacity

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-event-arts-and-entertainment-venues-can-reopen-33-percent-capacity
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Monoclonal Antibody update

• Monoclonal antibody treatments for Covid19 are no longer being distributed through 
a state allocation system.

• Therapies are now available through direct ordering only. All treatment sites 
meeting EUA requirements must now order Covid-19 monoclonal antibody 
therapies directly from AmerisourceBergen Corporation (ABC), the drugs’ sole 
distributor. The products remain free of charge to requesting sites. 

• HHS will continue to monitor all direct orders and retains the capacity to resume 
allocation of these and future therapies if needed. Treatment sites should review the 
direct ordering process guide and place orders directly with ABC at this site

Link to: Direct Order Process

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=62ecc56b-3d77fdbf-62ecf454-0cc47a6d17cc-9f3f135d9238b7f1&q=1&e=71e7b24a-871f-4b53-97cd-ab385338c884&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.phe.gov%2Femergency%2Fevents%2FCOVID19%2Finvestigation-MCM%2FDocuments%2FOverview%2520of%2520direct%2520order%2520process%2520Fact%2520Sheet-508.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/255d164d67834793b4ab549e160941e8
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/events/COVID19/investigation-MCM/Documents/Overview%20of%20direct%20order%20process%20Fact%20Sheet-508.pdf


Monoclonal Antibody Update

Link to: Direct Order Process

• Treatment sites wishing to place direct orders will be required to provide ABC with 
a board of pharmacy license or physician letter of authorization, attest to their 
designated class of trade, and ensure that product administration will be 
conducted according to the drugs’ EUAs.

• Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the direct order process for 
COVID-19 monoclonal antibodies, you may contact HHS/ASPR at 
COVID19Therapeutics@hhs.gov or ABC at C19therapies@amerisourcebergen.com.

https://www.phe.gov/emergency/events/COVID19/investigation-MCM/Documents/Overview%20of%20direct%20order%20process%20Fact%20Sheet-508.pdf
mailto:COVID19Therapeutics@hhs.gov
mailto:C19therapies@amerisourcebergen.com
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Six Ways to Help Build COVID-19 Vaccine Confidence

1. Encourage leaders in your family, community, or organizations to be vaccine champions.
2. Have discussions about COVID-19 vaccines where people can openly discuss their views and ask 
questions.
3. Share key messages through multiple channels that people trust and that promote action.
4. Help educate people about COVID-19 vaccines, how they are developed and monitored for safety, and 
how individuals can talk to others about the vaccines.
5. Learn more about finding credible vaccine information. When you come across COVID-19 information, 
cross-check with CDC.gov and learn how to respond to misinformation you encounter.
6. When vaccine is offered to you, make visible your decision to get vaccinated and celebrate it!
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/evalwebs.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/vaccination-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html


* https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/guidance_for_facilities_receiving_vaccine.pdf
CDC MMWR report: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/mm7011e2-H.pdf

New York State COVID-19 vaccination program guidance: 
Those who receive the vaccine must return to the same 
location to receive the second dose, unless NYSDOH approves 
an alternative due to extenuating circumstances.*

CDC MMWR: 95.6% received the second dose within the 
recommended interval. 

CDC: Identifying and addressing possible barriers to 
completing the COVID-19 vaccination series can help ensure 
equitable coverage across communities and optimal health 
benefits for recipients.

COVID-19 Vaccine Second-Dose Completion

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/03/guidance_for_facilities_receiving_vaccine.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/mm7011e2-H.pdf


64

Clinician Well-being

Louis S. Snitkoff, MD, MACP
Immediate Past-President
American College of Physicians, NY Chapter



Clinician Well-being

Louis S. Snitkoff, MD, MACP
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COVID-19 
Resources



COVID-19 Healthcare Provider Compilation 

What is the Provider Compilation Document?

• Contains links to the most recently available COVID-19 guidance for 

healthcare providers

• Includes links and guidance for:

• Vaccinations, testing, quarantine, infection control and other relevant 

information for outpatient healthcare providers

• Updated weekly or as new guidance is released





COVID-19 Healthcare Provider Compilation 
• Link on NYSDOH web page: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/information-healthcare-providers

For questions, contact covidproviderinfo@health.ny.gov

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/information-healthcare-providers
mailto:covidproviderinfo@health.ny.gov


NY State DOH COVID-19 Hotline

Call the Hotline: 1-888-364-3065 or Ask a Question

New Yorkers Can Now Report Vaccine-Related Fraud by 
Calling 833-VAX-SCAM (833-829-7226) or
Emailing STOPVAXFRAUD@health.ny.gov

tel:18883643065
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
mailto:STOPVAXFRAUD@health.ny.gov


• COVID Alert NY is a voluntary, anonymous, exposure-
notification smartphone app. 

• You will get an alert if you were in close contact with 
someone who tests positive for COVID-19. 

• Knowing about a potential exposure allows you to self-
quarantine immediately, get tested and reduce the 
potential exposure risk to your family, friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and others.

• The more people who download COVID Alert NY, the 
more effective it will be. 

• Help protect your community while maintaining your 
privacy.

• The free mobile apps–available to anyone 18 or older 
who lives, works, or attends college in New York or 
New Jersey–are available for download from the 
Google Play Store or Apple App Store. COVID Alert NY 
is available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Bengali, 
Korean, Russian and Haitian Creole.

• Download the free app to your smartphone to receive 
an alert if you have been in close contact with someone 
who has tested positive for COVID-19.



Healthcare Provider
Well-Being



Healthcare Provider/Physician Wellness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9PRLV-_XQE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9PRLV-_XQE


Mental Health Resources

• NYS Mental Health Helpline 
1-844-863-9314

• The helpline is staffed by specially trained volunteers, including 
mental health professionals, who have received training in crisis 
counseling related to mental health consequences of infectious 
disease outbreaks, typical stress reactions, anxiety management, 
coping skills, and telephonic counseling 



Healthcare Provider/Physician Wellness

• The state is partnering with the Kate Spade New York Foundation and 
Crisis Text Line to provide a 24/7 emotional support service for frontline 
healthcare workers 

• Text NYFRONTLINE to 741-741 to access these emotional support 
services

• New York State-regulated health insurers will be required to waive cost-
sharing, including deductibles, copayments and coinsurance, for in-
network mental health services for frontline essential workers during 
COVID-19
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Mental Health Resources

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/covid-19-resources.html

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/covid-19-resources.html


Peer to Peer Program

The Medical Society of the 
State of New York

Are you struggling with everyday life stressors?
MSSNY’s P2P Supporters are here to help

Any physician, resident or medical student who wishes to relate to a peer 
supporter may contact the Medical Society of the State of New York in the 
following ways:
Ø Email: P2P@mssny.org
Ø Phone 1-844-P2P-PEER (1-844-727-7337)

Support, Empathy & Perspective

mailto:P2P@mssny.org
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CDC COVID-19 Website

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Additional 
COVID-19 Resources
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NYS resources 
• https://forward.ny.gov/early-warning-

monitoring-dashboard
• Testing/tracing
• New infections/severity based on 

hospitalization
• Hospital capacity 
1/28/21

https://forward.ny.gov/early-warning-monitoring-dashboard
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Helpful Links
• HERO Together: COVID vaccine effects 

study 
• New York State vaccine tracker
• NY Times vaccine tracker 

1/28/21

https://heroesresearch.org/together/
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-tracker
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
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Highlighted CDC resources
• Update to COVID-19 clinical 

considerations: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-
considerations.html

• Nursing Home COVID-19 Data Dashboard: CDC’s National Healthcare 
Safety Network (NHSN) is supporting the nation’s COVID-19 response by 
providing a Long-term Care Facilities (LTCFs) COVID-19 Module, NHSN 
Nursing Home COVID-19 Data Dashboard

• Estimated Disease Burden of COVID-19: estimates of COVID-19 
infections, symptomatic illnesses, and hospitalizations using a statistical 
model to adjust for cases that national surveillance networks are unable to 
capture for a number of reasons. 

• These estimates and methodology used to calculate them are published 
in Clinical Infectious Diseases and available online. To learn more, please 
visit: Estimated COVID-19 Burden

1/28/21

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-report-overview.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/burden.html
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa1780/6000389
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/burden.html
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CDC Upcoming Pending Topics  
• 2/08/2021: Tools for Essential Workers
• 2/22/2021: Finding the Silver Lining: 

Advancing Smoke-Free Protections During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

1/26/21



NYS Medicaid Telehealth Updates and Guidance

NYSDOH COVID-19 Guidance for Medicaid Providers website

• Webinar: New York State Medicaid Guidance Regarding Telehealth, Including   
Telephonic, Services During the COVID-19 Emergency - 5.5.2020

– Slides (PDF)
– Recording Coming Soon

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on Medicaid Telehealth Guidance during 
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) State of Emergency - (Web) -
(PDF) - Updated 5.1.2020

https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/index.htm
https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/docs/2020-05-05_med_guide_use.pdf
https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/faqs.htm
https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/docs/faqs.pdf


Telehealth Guidance

• American College of Physicians Telehealth Resource: 

www.acponline.org/practice-resources/business-resources/health-information-technology/telehealth

• CDC Outpatient and Ambulatory Care Setting Guidance:

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ambulatory-care-settings.html

• Medicaid:

www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/update/2020/

http://www.acponline.org/practice-resources/business-resources/health-information-technology/telehealth
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ambulatory-care-settings.html
http://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/update/2020/
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NYSDOH COVID-19 Website

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
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NYSDOH COVID-19 Website

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
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NYSDOH COVID-19 Testing Website

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing
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Mirror Clings

bmcc@health.ny.gov

To order mirror clings for 
public use email the 
NYSDOH:

mailto:bmcc@health.ny.gov


QUESTIONS ?

THANK YOU!

TO NYS HEALTHCARE 
PROVIDERS 


